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Omar Baddour (WMO representative), Alper Akcakaya (Director of Climatology Division of TSMS) 
and Manola Brunet (co-chair of MEDARE) welcomed the participants. After brief introduction of the 
participants Manola Brunet briefed the audience on the purpose, current status and the challenges 
of the MEDARE initiative. She explained the concept of MEDARE, the history of meetings and 
milestones and she informed about objectives, progress made and MEDARE datasets and portal, 
in particular. 
 
Omar Baddour informed about data issues in the context of the WMO and the Global Framework 
for Climate Services for which the Implementation plan will be endorsed and operational activities 
will be launched at the occasion of the Extraordinary WMO Congress in October 2012. He referred 
to the historical background of WCP, GCOS and GFCS and data requirements that have to be 
fulfilled in the future. He mentioned the areas of improvement and, among others, the free and 
open exchange of climate data. He emphasized the importance of collaborating on DARE activities 
to benefit from existing multi-lateral initiatives and infrastructures to optimize resources and 
federate efforts in undertaking climate data activities, in particular Data Rescue and data 
management. 
 
Manola Brunet briefed the participants about the objectives of the EG meeting. She hereby 
referred to the EURO4M project as an example to follow. During this project the MEDARE data 
base was already populated with rescued and digitised data. In addition she informed about other 
existing opportunities for DARE projects like the FP7 Space programme and the DARE-SEE 
funded by Finland. In addition, she summarized the objectives which are the assessment of 
countries opinion concerning the population of MEDARE datasets, the strategy to get the approval 
of all PRs, the identification of the records which are important and available, and the discussion of 
options for the MEDARE portal. 
 
Yolanda Luna informed about the need for integrating long-term and high-quality climate series in a 
Mediterranean dataset in the context of detecting, predicting and responding to climate variability 
and change studies. In particular, she mentioned that the limited availability of data impedes the 
assessment of climate change and that the long-term series of climate data are needed, not only 
for scientific reasons but also for political, social and economic reasons.  



 
In the last part of the first session Manola Brunet informed about the strategies to develop and 
populate the MEDARE datasets and the need for ensuring the development of high quality climate 
time-series by defining quality control and homogenisation exercises to be undertaken and 
distributing responsibilities. The main goal will be to decide on the records which will appear in the 
dataset, the restrictions for accessing the dataset and the products that can be derived. Also, 
infrastructure, organization and management of the datasets were mentioned as important 
discussion points. The best approach for DARE was found to be at national scale including 
recovery, quality control and homogenisation under the condition that training will be provided.  
 
Karolin Eichler (WMO) informed on the outcomes of the survey that was made among all 
participants. 17 countries responded (see Annex). There was a clear tendency that the MEDARE 
data base should only be available to MEDARE affiliated institutions or members. Most survey 
participants reported that the recovery has already started and they rescued already 40 to 70% of 
the data. Also the need for training on a national basis was emphasized. At the end of the session 
Omar Baddour informed about a side event which will take place during the dialogue on climate 
services, 26-27 October 2012, Geneva, Switzerland on Building an international consortium for 
accelerating Data Rescue and bringing the development of high quality climate data for the 21st 
century climate services. 
 
In the session 2 reports from MEDARE Member representatives were presented. They informed 
the audience on the status of DARE in their NMHSs and, also, on their plan for data contribution 
for the development of the MEDARE high quality climate data set. The presentations put also an 
emphasis on the difficulties they are facing for DARE activities including lack of man power, lack of 
adequate financial resources, lack of training on data management, quality control and 
homogenisation, as Khalid Elfadli indicated on his session report. Two MEDARE countries could 
not provide their reports (Italy and Tunisia), while the delegates from Israel and Bosnia & 
Herzegovina made their presentations trough Skype and orally, respectively.  
 
Most of the presentations highlighted the number of selected stations to be provided to the 
MEDARE datasets. The table below lists the number of stations and the date of the oldest records 
to be provided by each country.  
 

Number of stations per country contributing to the MEDARE datasets along with the 
starting date for their longest climate records 

 
 

Country 
 

No. of 
stations 

Date of 
oldest 

records 
Algeria 6 - 

Bosnia & 
Herzegovina 

15 1880 

Bulgaria 10 1892 
Croatia 26 1891 
Cyprus 3 1881 
Egypt 28 1929 

France 15 1861 
Greece Not identified - 
Israel 8 1880 

Jordan Not identified 1923 
Libya 11 1916 

FYR of 
Macedonia 

7 1923 

Morocco 12 - 
Romania 23 Before 1900 

Serbia 3 1860 



Slovenia 6 1850 
Spain Open 1869 
Turkey 8 1841 

 
 
 
There was also presented an example of good practices (case of Greece as an example) showing 
the role of students in finding solutions for accelerating DARE activities. Avner from IMS made a 
remote presentation on DARE activities and the new data policy at IMS. It was highlighted that 
there are clear commitments for contributing to MEDARE datasets by indicating the daily station 
data that they are planning to provide.    
 
 
Round table discussion: 
 
Omar Baddour summarized outcomes of the previous sessions highlighting the progress made in 
the MEDARE initiative and its activities pointing out on the achievements towards the development 
of long-term homogenised climate data set over the GMR. In addition, the EURO4M project was 
shown as an example to follow, also the results of the survey among the members were presented. 
The importance of MEDARE in the context of GFCS was emphasized and the member countries 
reports on the status of DARE and digitisation and proposals made for their contribution to the 
MEDARE data base were assessed. The discussions then followed with addressing the main 
challenges facing Data Rescue activities in MEDARE countries, among the problems mostly the 
lack of man power, financial resources, and the need for trainings were named. 
 
The main purpose of the round-table discussion was to propose recommendations in order to start 
populating and developing the Mediterranean homogenised data sets. The main topics of 
discussion were: 
 
The role of MEDARE members 
 

 The members will provide an overview of the status of climate records for the GFCS IP. 

 Communicate on the role of MEDARE in increasing awareness on DARE should be 
indicated.  

 The members should always be kept informed about the next meeting because the 
institutional commitment is important for the prioritization of MEDARE at national level.  

 The EC endorsement should be reminded in order to overcome difficulties in convincing 
decision making for DARE. 

 It was proposed to send a letter to all PRs asking for accessing to the identified climate 
records over their countries, the level of accessibility and the openness for the data to other 
communities outside MEDARE 

 There is a need to develop a template for data exchange in which be included the 
description of requested data, format of the data, type of variable, etc.  

 The capacity of DARE development should be further improved focussing on 
homogenisation. Turkey volunteered to host  a training workshop  during 2013 

 It was proposed to hold training for trainers, seminars in the regions, online training courses 
and to establish remote training volunteers. 

 
The role of the MEDARE Steering Group (SG) 
 

 It is expected that the MEDARE SG identify and assess difficulties, provide 
recommendations and solutions for the overall MEDARE management activities 



 The SG meets regularly for planning activities and communicating on events and projects 
using Webex or Skype. It was recommended to establish a more stable platform to 
organize 2 to 4 meetings a year remotely and to assign specific tasks within the SG 
membership.  

 The following tasks were identified for  the SG  

o Coordination and issuing of a MEDARE  electronic newsletter, if possible  

o Setting up of a Google questionnaire to assess difficulties 

o Advice on data format 

o Look after capacity development and liaise with existing opportunities  

 

The role of WMO Secretariat 

 

 Facilitation of MEDARE meetings 

 Provision of support for and through resource mobilization activities 

 Composition of reports and publications 

 Set up and/or assistance in the organization of teleconferences and on the Google 
questionnaire 

 

New MEDARE SG Membership 

 

Co-chair:  Manola Brunet 

Co-chair:  Serhat Sensoy (replacing Pierre Bessemoulin) 

       Victor Venema (University of Bonn) 

       Athanasios Sarantopoulos (Greece) 

                Fatima Elguelai (Morocco)  

Khalid Elfadli (Lybia) 

Yolanda Luna (Spain) 

Janja Milkovic (Croatia) 

Djamel Boucherf (Algeria) 

Mesut Demircan (Turkey) 

Marius Theophilou (Cyprus) 

 
Athanasios volunteered to take the task on communication with SG members. The other tasks will 
be distributed later through email correspondence by the co-chairs with SG members.  
 
Immediate agreed actions 
   

 WMO will write the minutes of the workshop 

 Manola will post the presentations on MEDARE website 

 Manola will coordinate with WMO Secretariat the side event on Data Rescue which it is 
planned to take place during the dialogue meeting on GFCS, 26-27 October before the 
Extraordinary Congress session, 29 October – 2 November 2012  

 
 
 



ANNEX: Results of the survey 
 

 
 

The degree of the recovery of the rich past heritage in
your country and the needs and shortcomings you face

to undertake DARE activities:

Full recovery (between the 70% and 100% of
the past historical time-series)
Partial recovery (between the 40% and the
70%)
Initial recovery (less than the 40%of the
historical time-series)
None yet
Lack of well-trained technicians
Lack of financial resources
Other shortcomings
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ANNEX: List of participants 
 
 
COUNTRY NAME  EMAIL 
Algeria MEZRED Mohamed m.mezred@meteo.dz 

Bosnia & Herzegovina ZULUM Dzenan 
dzenanz@fhmzbih.gov.ba; 
dzenan.zulum@gmail.com 

Bulgaria MARINOVA Tania Tania.Marinova@meteo.bg 
Croatia MILKOVIC Janja milkovic@cirus.dhz.hr 

Cyprus MICHAELIDES (Dr.) Silas 
smichaelides@ms.moa.gov.cy, 
silas@ucy.ac.cy 

Egypt HEMIDA 
Adel Abd-Alhalim 
Mahmoud Adel_halim2000@yahoo.com 

France JOURDAIN Sylvie sylvie.jourdain@meteo.fr 

Greece SARANTOPOULOS Athanasios 
asaranto@hnms.gr, 
sarantopoulos@gmail.com 

Jordan OLIEMAT (Eng.) Muhsen twafiq muh_1969@hotmail.com 

Libya ELFADLI Khalid 

k_elfadli_met@mail.lttnet.net; 
kelfadli@yahoo.com; 
Inmccontact@yahoo.co.uk 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

ALCHINOVA 
MONEVSKA Suzana smonevska@meteo.gov.mk 

Morocco EL GUELAI Fatima Zohra faty.elguelai@gmail.com 
Republic of Serbia MIHIC Dragan dragan.mihic@hidmet.gov.rs 
Republic of Slovenia NADBATH Mateja mateja.nadbath@gov.si 

Romania BIRSAN Marius-Victor 
marius.birsan@meteoromania.ro, 
marius.birsan@gmail.com 

Spain BRUNET Manola manola.brunet@urv.cat 
Spain LUNA Yolanda mlunar@aemet.es 
Turkey BACANLI Hayreddin hbacanli@mgm.gov.tr 
Turkey SENSOY Serhat ssensoy@mgm.gov.tr 
Turkey GULER Ergun eguler@mgm.gov.tr 
Turkey AKCAKAYA Alper   aakcakaya@mgm.gov.tr 
Turkey DEMIRCAN Mesut mdemircan@mgm.gov.tr  
Turkey SIMSEK Ersin esimsek@mgm.gov.tr 
WMO EICHLER Karolin keichler@wmo.int 
WMO BADDOUR Omar obaddour@wmo.int 
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ANNEX: Group photo 
 
 
 

 


